Illegal Dumping and littering 
Gettysburg Borough ordinances prohibit dumping and littering, and residents who witness such activity are asked to report it to the appropriate agencies listed below.  PA CleanWays offers specific tips on how to combat this problem.

 What You Can Do...
PA CleanWays is not an enforcement agency, but we support the enforcement of all laws against dumping and littering. Click here to find a listing of enforcement agencies that have the authority to enforce Pennsylvania's laws against littering and illegal dumping. If you witness someone littering or you find an illegal dump, we encourage you to report it to the appropriate enforcement agency.


We also encourage you to report locations of illegal dumps to PA CleanWays. PA CleanWays is collecting information on illegal dumpsites throughout Pennsylvania. If you know of a dumpsite - old or new, active or inactive - please take a moment to complete this brief online Report Litter and Dumping Form. Locating and documenting these dumps is the first step in getting these sites cleaned up and ultimately making Pennsylvania a cleaner place to live

Why Contact An Enforcement Agency?
Agency employees are trained to investigate complaints, collect evidence, and take cases to court. They have the authority to conduct inspections, and are trained to identify and gather evidence to make a legal [image: image1.jpg]


case. By contacting an agency, you may have the benefit of anonymity, since most agencies have confidentiality policies. In addition, you are protected from any countersuits of libel. However, your testimony could be important to a case, especially if you witness illegal dumping or littering.

If a case goes to court, the agency acts as the plaintiff. Enforcement agents determine the strength of a case when deciding to press charges. Attending hearings is part of an agency's responsibilities, and you may not even have to appear in court. You can file a complaint yourself through the District Justice who has jurisdiction in the area of the violation. When you do, however, you assume the responsibility of proving a crime was committed and also risk countersuit if the court does not find the defendant guilty. By working with state and local agents, you will:

· Send a message that this behavior is not only unlawful, but it is unacceptable.

· Increase the rate of successful prosecutions. 

· Increase enforcement activity, which will decrease illegal dumping. 

· Be an example to others, including young people in your life. 

Your involvement is important. Your stewardship will improve both your neighborhood and any other places you value

You have many reporting options, depending on whether the property is publicly or privately owned, its use, and whether local police have jurisdiction. Many factors apply to reporting, and you may be asked to call a different agency. If you are referred to another agency, the intent is to connect you with the agency best suited to handle your complaint.
Always start at the local level. Local officials are familiar with properties and residents, and should be able to respond quickly. Check your local telephone directory or call your local municipal building or township secretary to see if any of the following local agencies exist:
· Local Police 

· Municipal Code Enforcement 

· County Code Enforcement 

· County Solid Waste Authority 

· County Health Department 

If local options don't exist or you are not satisfied with their response, you have other options.
	STATE AGENCY
	WILL RESPOND IF:

	PA State Police
	- Problem area is not covered by a local police department.
- Problem is on public land, such as a state road right-of-way.
- Problem is on private land, and the complainant owns that land which is not covered by local police jurisdiction.

	PA Department of Environmental Protection
	-Illegal dumping has occurred.
-You may also file a complaint using DEP's online "Environmental Complaint Report Form."
-Please note that DEP does not respond to litter complaints.

	PA Fish and Boat Commission
	The trash lies in or near surface waters, particularly trout streams.

	PA Game Commission
	Litter and dumping occurs on State Game Lands and on private property that is open to hunting.

	PA Bureau of Forestry
	Littering and dumping impacts State Forests.

	PA Bureau of State Parks
	Littering and dumping impacts State Parks.


What you say and how you say it can create an atmosphere of cooperation. Let the agency or police know that you're interested in following your complaint through to clean up. This makes you part of the solution. Be patient - the response may not be as immediate as you want. Be persistent - not every report results in a successful prosecution, but future reports may get the response you want. If one agent's or an agency's final response doesn't satisfy you, take your concerns to a higher level of the same agency or to a different agency. (Even if you want your complaint handled anonymously, it is best if you share your name and phone number. The agency may need to contact you for additional information. Be aware that anonymity may affect the priority of an agency response. 
Beyond Enforcement...Other Ways To Help
· Hire only licensed haulers, especially if you need a special pickup after remodeling or cleaning your garage. Many people assume that anyone paid to collect trash is legitimate.

· Encourage your community to sponsor a Community Cleanup Day or to become a PA CleanWays Community. 

· Participate in the annual Great PA Cleanup each spring.

· Join PA CleanWays or organize a local chapter if one isn't in your community.

· Adopt a local road or area through PA CleanWays, or a state road through PennDOT's Adopt-A-Highway program.

· Get involved by volunteering at a PA CleanWays cleanup event. Click here to view our Calendar of Events to find a cleanup near you.

· Documenting illegal dumpsites throughout Pennsylvania is a critical step in educating people about illegal dumping on our lands and waters and ultimately in helping to restore the natural beauty of our state. If you know the location of any illegal dumpsites, please help by completing our PA CleanWays On-Line Reporting Form. 

· Find out if other beautification or adoption programs exist in your area. Call your County Conservation District or Courthouse.
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